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ABSTRACT 



In a system wherein video data and audio data are repro- 
duced in a non-presentation mode of sub-picture data, con- 
trol information having an effect process command is trans- 
ferred to a system CPU before the video data is transferred 
to a decoder section. After the reproduction of the video data 
and the audio data selected in association with the video 
data, e.g. English audio data, is started, sub-picture data, e.g. 
an English caption, is forcibly presented at a predetermined 
timing under the effect process command. After a predeter- 
mined time period, the presentation of the sub-picture data 
is disabled by the effect process command. 

23 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets 
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1 

DATA RECORDING MEDIUM HAVING 
REPRODUCTION TIMING INFORMATION, 
AND SYSTEM FOR REPRODUCING 
RECORD DATA BY USING THE 
REPRODUCTION TIMING INFORMATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Held of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a data recording 
medium having reproduction timing information, a method 
of recording data along with reproduction timing 
information, an apparatus for recording data along with 
reproduction timing information, a method of reproducing 
data along with reproduction timing information, and an 
apparatus for reproducing data along with reproduction 
timing information, and more particularly, to a data record- 
ing method of recording various data, such as digital audio 
data, and sub-picture data on a recording medium, such as an 
optical disk, a data recording apparatus for recording the 
data on the recording medium, a recording medium used in 
these method and apparatus, a data reproducing method of 
reproducing the data on the recording medium, and a data 
reproducing apparatus for reproducing the data on the 
recording medium 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Recently, remarkable progress is observed in the devel- 
opment of an optical disk reproducing apparatus adaptable 
to playback a moving picture. This apparatus performs data 
reproduction from an optical disk serving as a recording 
medium on which digital data of pictures, sounds, etc. are 
recorded at high density by compression, in order to drive a 
monitor display or a speaker according to the reproduced 
digital data. It is expected that many software suppliers will 
release a variety of software represented by movie programs 
or "karaoke" sing-along programs for use in the above- 
mentioned apparatus after mass production thereof comes 
into practice. 

Conventionally, video tapes are used as a video recording 
medium The video tape does not have a large amount of 
record capacity per unit area as compared to the optical disk, 
and do not provide a complicated random access to the 
recorded data. Therefore, video data is normally recorded 
along with audio data, and optionally along with a single 
item of sub-picture data. The audio data and die sub-picture 
data are selectively reproduced in a conventional reproduc- 
ing system. When the sub-picture data is selected, the 
conventional reproducing system simply reproduces the 
sub-picture data recorded on the video tape. Because the 
reproduction state and reproduction time of the sub-picture 
data are not controlled, the sub-picture presented for each 
scene cannot be changed, for example. 

A video recording medium with an English caption is now 
prevailing in the U.S. The English caption is recorded on the 
recording medium in the form of sub-picture data, and 
selectively turned on and off in a reproducing system of the 
recording medium If the English caption is turned off, the 
reproducing system continuously disables presentation of 
the English caption, irrespective of conversations repre- 
sented by audio data otherwise reproduced together with the 
sub-picture data. 

A problem arises in a case where the recording medium 
has audio data representing not only audio data of English 
conversations, but also other language conversations. If the 
English caption is turned off in the reproducing system, no 
English caption will be presented even when the other 
language conversations is presented. Specifically, suppose a 
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scene in which the protagonist speaks French on a journey 
from an English-speaking country to a French-speaking 
country. Unless an English caption associated with the 
French conversation is presented, the English-speaking 

5 viewers may not understand the French conversation. 
Similarly, suppose a scene in which the protagonist is 
viewing the German-language label of a medicine. Unless 
an English caption associated with the German-language 
label is presented, the English-speaking viewers may not 

10 understand the medicine label. 

The aforementioned problem may be solved by preparing 
an additional English caption associated with the conversa- 
tions of languages other than English and used when the 
primary or main English caption is turned off. In this case, 

15 however, double recording spaces are required to record 
sub-picture data of the primary English caption and sub- 
picture data of the additional English caption, respectively. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

20 

An object of the invention is to provide a data recording 
medium with which a sub-picture can be presented at a 
proper timing in accordance with the kind of audio data to 
be reproduced. 

25 Another object of the invention is to provide a data 
recording method capable of presenting a sub-picture at a 
proper timing in accordance with the kind of audio data to 
be reproduced. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a data 

30 recording apparatus capable of presenting a sub-picture at a 
proper timing in accordance with the kind of audio data to 
be reproduced. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a data 
reproducing method capable of presenting a sub-picture at a 

35 proper liming in accordance with the kind of audio data to 
be reproduced. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a data 
reproducing apparatus capable of presenting a sub-picture at 
a proper timing in accordance with the kind of audio data to 
be reproduced. 

According to the invention, there is provided a recording 
medium which comprises video data to be reproduced as a 
moving picture; first audio data to be reproduced along with 

4S the video data; first sub-picture data which can be presented 
along with the first audio data and can be selectively set in 
a presentation mode and a non-presentation mode in asso- 
ciation with the first audio data; and control information for 
forcibly presenting the first sub-picture data in a predeter- 

so mined time slot of a reproduction time sequence during 
which the first audio data is reproduced, even when the first 
sub-picture data is set in the non-presentation mode. 

According to the invention, there is provided a recording 
method for a recording medium, which comprises a step of 

55 recording video data to be reproduced as a moving picture; 
a step of recording first audio data to be reproduced along 
with the video data; a step of recording first sub-picture data 
which can be presented along with the first audio data and 
can be selectively set in a presentation mode and a non- 
60 presentation mode in association with the first audio data; 
and a step of recording control information for forcibly 
presenting the first sub-picture data in a predetermined time 
slot of a reproduction time sequence during which the first 
audio data is reproduced, even when the first sub-picture 

65 data is set in the non-presentation mode. 

According to the invention, there is provided a recording 
apparatus for a recording medium, which comprises means 
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for recording video data to be reproduced as a moving 
picture; means for recording first audio data to be repro- 
duced along with the video data; means for recording first 
sub-picture data which can be presented along with the first 
audio data and can be selectively set in a presentation mode 
and a non-presentation mode in association with the first 
audio data; and means for recording control information for 
forcibly presenting the first sub-picture data in a predeter- 
mined time slot of a reproduction time sequence during 
which the first audio data is reproduced, even when the first 
sub-picture data is set in the non-presentation mode. 

Acconling to the in the invention, there is provided a 
reproducing apparatus for a recording medium which com- 
prises video data to be reproduced as a moving picture, first 
audio data to be reproduced along with the video data, first 
sub-picture data which can be presented along with the first 
audio data and can be selectively set in a presentation mode 
and a non-presentation mode in association with the first 
audio data, and control information concerning presentation 
of the first sub-picture data, the apparatus comprising repro- 
ducing means for reproducing the video data, the first audio 
data and the first sub-picture data from the recording 
medium; selection means for selecting one of the presenta- 
tion mode and non-presentation mode of the sub-picture data 
in the reproducing means; and control means for forcibly 
presenting the first sub-picture data in a predetermined time 
slot of a reproduction time sequence during which the first 
audio data is reproduced, even when the first sub-picture 
data is set in the non-presentation mode by the selection 
means, on the basis of the control information. 

According to the invention, there is provided a reproduc- 
ing method for a recording medium which comprises video 
data to be reproduced as a moving picture, first audio data 
to be reproduced along with the video data, first sub-picture 
data which can be presented along with the first audio data 
and can be selectively set in a presentation mode and a 
non-presentation mode in association with the first audio 
data, and control information concerning presentation of the 
first sub-picture data, the apparatus comprising a reproduc- 
ing step of reproducing the video data, the first audio data 
and the first sub-picture data from the recording medium; a 
selecting step of selecting one of the presentation mode and 
non-presentation mode of the sub-picture data in the repro- 
ducing step; and a control step of forcibly presenting the first 
sub-picture data in a predetermined time slot of a reproduc- 
tion time sequence during which the first audio data is 
reproduced, even when the first sub-picture data is set in the 
non-presentation mode on the basis of the control informa- 
tion in the selecting step. 

In the invention, a control command is used for control- 
ling reproduction and presentation of sub-picture data in the 
state where the sub-picture data is set in a non-presentation 
mode. The sub-picture data is reproduced and presented in 
a desired time slot of a reproduction time sequence during 
which the audio data is reproduced. For example, when the 
desired time slot is designated to be a period during which 
the audio data of a non-English conversation is reproduced, 
the sub-picture data of an associated English caption can be 
forcibly presented at the designated time slot. In addition, 
since the above-mentioned forcible presentation control is 
performed by using the sub-picture data which has been 
recorded along with the audio data on a recording medium, 
additional sub-picture data is not required for the non- 
English conversation. This saves the record capacity of the 
recording medium, 

Accordingly, it is possible to record sets of audio data 
representing different language conversations and sets of 
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sub-picture data representing associated language captions 
along with one set of video data on the recording medium 
In this case, audio data identification number data is set in 
a field of the control command to select one of the sub- 

5 picture data sets which is associated with the audio data set 
identified by the number data. The selected sub-picture data 
set can be subjected to the forcible presentation control 
when it is confirmed that the identified audio data set 
coincides with the audio data set which is currently repro- 

io duced. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be 
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be 
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice 
of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention 
15 may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumen- 
talities and combinations particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate a pres- 
ently preferred embodiment of the invention and, together 
with the general description given above and the detailed 
description of the preferred embodiment given below, serve 
to explain the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing an 
optical disk apparatus according to an embcKiiment of the 
present invention; 
30 FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing details of the mecha- 
nism of a disk drive section shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically showing the 
structure of an optical disk loaded in the disk drive section 
shown in FIG. 1; 
35 FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating the structure of 
a logical format of the optical disk shown in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an explanatory view illustrating the structure of 
a disk information file shown in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an" explanatory view illustrating the structure of 
a file, such as a movie file or a music file, as shown in FIG. 
4; 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view illustrating the hierarchical 
structure of a video data area of the file shown in FIG. 6; 
45 FIG. 8 is an explanatory view showing 1GOP (Group of 
Pictures) constituting a video cell shown in FIG. 7; 

FIGS. 9A and 9B are explanatory views showing the 
structure of a pack shown in FIG. 8; 

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view showing the contents of 
50 disk search information described in the DSI pack shown in 
FIG. 8; 

FIG. U is an explanatory view showing parameters 
described in general information shown in FIG. 10; 

FIG. 12 is an explanatory view showing parameters 
55 described in reproduction sync information shown in FIG. 
10; 

FIG. 13 is an explanatory view showing the structure of 
effect information shown in FIG. 10; 
gQ FIG. 14 is an explanatory view showing the contents of an 
effect process command shown in FIG. 13; 

FIG. 15 is an explanatory view illustrating time control 
information concerning forcible presentation of a sub- 
picture; 

65 FIG. 16 is an explanatory view illustrating time control 
information relating, like FIG. 15, to forcible presentation of 
a sub-picture; 
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FIG. 17 is a functional block diagram concerning forcible information zones allow the information to be recorded on 

presentation of a sub-picture; the optical disk 10. In each information area 25, its outer 

FIG. 18 is an explanatory view illustrating the structure of circumference area is a lead-out area 26 in which no 

data relating, like FIG. 17, to forcible presentation of a information is normally recorded its inner conference 

sub-picture- 5 area adjoining the clamping area 24 is a lead-in area 27 in 

p I , _ which no information is normally recorded, and the area 

FIG. 19 is a time chart relating, like FIG. 18, to forcible between the lead-out area 26 and the lead-in area 27 is a data 

presentation of a sub-picture; recording area 28. 

FIG. 20 is a block diagram of an encoder system for At the recording layer 16 in the information area 25, a 

encoding video data, thereby producing a video file; continuous spiral track is normally formed as an area in 

FIG. 21 is a flowchart illustrating an encoding process which data is to be recorded. The continuous track is divided 

shown in FIG. 20; into a plurality of physical sectors, which are assigned serial 

FIG. 22 is a flowchart illustrating a process of producing numbers. On the basis of the sectors, data is recorded. The 

a video data file by combining audio data, sub-picture data, data recording area 28 in the information recording area 25 

and video data encoded in the encoding process of FIG. 21; 15 is an actual data recording area, in which reproduction data. 

FIG. 23 is a block diagram showing a disk formatter ^0 data, sub-picture data, and audio data are recorded in 

system for recording the formatted video file on an optical of P its is > ™ * e form of changes in the 

fo^. physical state), as will be explained later. With the read-only 

FIG. 24 is a flowchart illustrating a logic data preparing ^ tical l0 > » * P its | s formed "J*™^ * 

process performed by the disk formatter system shown in 20 ^parent substrate 14 by a stamper, a reflecting layer u 

FTP 23- d formed by deposition on the surface of the transparent 

* * . „ ^ . , J substrate 14 in which the pit train is formed, and the 

FIG. 25 is a flowchart illustrating a physical data prepar- re flecting layer serves as the recording layer 16. In the 

ing process performed by the disk formatter system shown rea d-only optical disk 10, a groove is normally not provided 

in FIG. 23. 25 as a track and the pit train in the surface of the transparent 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE substrate 14 serves as a track. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT The optical disk apparatus 12, as shown in FIG. 1, further 

comprises a disk drive section 30, a system CPU section 50, 

Hereinafter, referring to the accompanying drawings, an a system ROM/RAM section 52, a system processor section 

optical disk reproducing apparatus according to an embodi- ^ 54, a data RAM section 56, a video decoder section 58, an 

ment of the present invention will be explained. audio decoder section 60 , a sub-picture decoder section 62, 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an optical disk reproducing and a d/a and data reproducing section 64. 

apparatus that reproduces data from an optical disk associ- As shown in FIG. 2, the disk drive section 30 contains a 

ated with an embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is motor driving circuit 11, a spindle motor 12, an optical head 

a block diagram of a disk drive section that drives the optical 35 32 (i. e .. an optical pickup), a feed motor 33, a focus circuit 

disk shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 3 shows the structure of the 36> a feed motor driving circuit 37, a tracking circuit 38, a 

optical disk shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. head amplifier 40, and a servo processing circuit 44. The 

As shown in FIG. 1, the optical disk reproducing appa- optical disk 10 is placed on the spindle motor 12 driven by 

ratus comprises a key/display section 4, a monitor section 6, the motor driving circuit 11 and rotated by the spindle motor 

and a speaker section 8. When the user operates the key/ 40 12. The optical head 32 that projects a laser beam on the 

display section 4, this causes the record data to be repro- optical disk 10 is located under the optical disk 10. The 

duced from an optical disk 10. The record data contains optical head 32 is placed on a guide mechanism (not shown), 

video (or movie) data, sub-picture data, and audio data, The feed motor driving circuit 37 supplies a driving signal 

which are converted into video signals and audio signals. to the feed motor 33. The motor 33 is driven by the driving 

The monitor section 6 displays images according to the 45 signal and moves me optical head 32 across the radius of the 

audio signals and the speaker section 8 generates sound optical disk 10, The optical head 32 is provided with an 

according to the audio signals. objective lens 34 positioned so as to face the optical disk 10. 

It is known that the optical disk 10 has various structures. The objective lens 34 moves according to the driving signal 

For instance, one kind of the optical disk 10 is a read-only supplied from the focus circuit 36 so as to move along its 

disk on which data is recorded with a high density as shown 50 optical axis. 

in FIG. 3. The optical disk 10, as shown in FIG. 3, is made To reproduce the data from the above optical disk 10, the 

up of a pair of composite layers 18 and an adhesive layer 20 optical head 32 projects a laser beam on the optical disk 10 

sandwiched between the composite disk layers 18. Each of via the objective lens 34. The objective lens 34 is moved 

the composite disk layers 18 is composed of a transparent little by little across the radius of the optical disk 10 

substrate 14 and a recording layer or a light-reflecting layer 55 according to the driving signal supplied from the tracking 

16. The disk layer 18 is arranged so that the light-reflecting circuit 38. Furthermore, the objective lens 34 is moved along 

layer 16 may be in contact with the surface of the adhesive its optical axis according to the driving signal supplied from 

layer 20. A center hole 22 is made in the optical disk 10. the focusing circuit 36 so that its focal point is positioned on 

Clamping areas 24 are provided at the periphery of the the recording layer 16 of the optical disk 10. This causes the 

center hole 22 on both sides, of the disc, which are used to 60 laser beam to form the smallest beam spot on the spiral track 

clamp the optical disk 10 during its rotation. When the disk (i.e., the pit train), enabling the beam spot to trace the track. 

10 is loaded in the optical disk apparatus, the spindle of a The laser beam is reflected from the recording layer 16 and 

spindle motor 12 shown in FIG. 2 is inserted into the center returned to the optical head 32. The optical head 32 converts 

hole 22. As long as the disk is being rotated, it continues to the beam reflected from the optical disk 10 into an electric 

be clamped at the clamping areas 24. 65 signal, which is supplied from the optical head 32 to the 

As shown in FIG. 3, the optical disk 10 has an information servo processing circuit 44 via the head amplifier 40. From 

zone 25 around the clamping zone 24 on each side. The the electric signal, the servo processing circuit 44 produces 
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a focus signal, a tracking signal, and a motor control signal basis. The volume management area 74 stores volume 

and supplies these signals to the focus circuit 36, tracking management information for managing a disk information 

circuit 38. and motor driving circuit 11, respectively. file 76 in the file region 80 (hereinafter referred to simply as 

Therefore, the objective lens 34 is moved along its optical <<disk information file 76") and a file 78, such as a movie file 

axis and across the radius of the optical disk 10, its focal 5 or a music file, L e. data on the record positions record 

point is positioned on the recording layer 16 of the optical capacities, file ^ames etc of all files. Files 76 and 78 of file 

disk 10, and the laser beam forms the smallest beam spot on 2?^ 0 £ * ^TfinVft, r^M^l «7E 

the spiral track. Furthermore, the spindle motor 12 is rotated m ^ 24 f^PfOVided in tte file region 80 The file 76 

^ *if „. ... . -tvT ; F " \ 7. AU ""r" with file number 0 is assigned as disk information file 76. 

by the motor driving circuit 11 at a specific rotating speed. nc mes 78 with me numbers from 1 to 99 are assigned as 

Tnis allows the beam to track, for example, at a constant "> movie or yideo mes or music mes 

linear speed. As . g shown m pjQ 5 ^ ^ information file 76 

The system CPU section 50 of FIG. 1 supplies to the servo comprises a file management information area 82 and a 

processing circuit 44 a control signal serving as an access menu video data area 84. The file management information 

signal. In response to the control signal, the servo processing area 82 stores file management information for selecting a 

circuit 44 supplies a head-moving signal to the feed motor 15 selectable sequence, such as a video title or an audio title, 

driving circuit 37, which supplies a driving signal to the feed recorded on the entire optical disk 10. The menu video data 

motor 33. Then, the feed motor 33 is driven, causing the area 84 stores, in the form of menu cells 90, menu video data 

optical head 32 to move across the radius of the optical disk f or displaying menus of selecting a title, etc. As will be 

10. Then, the optical head 32 accesses a specific sector described later in detail, the menu video data of the menu 

formed at the recording layer 16 of the optical disk 10. The 20 video data area 84 is divided into units of a size necessary 

data is reproduced from the specific sector by the optical f or a purpose, i.e., an i-number of menu cells 90 sequentially 

head 32. which then supplies it to the head amplifier 40. The numbered from #1 in the order in which the cells 90 are 

head amplifier 40 amplifies the reproduced data, which is recorded on the menu video data area 84 on the disk 10. The 

outputted at the disk drive section 30. ^ menu cells 90 have video data, sub-picture data or audio data 

The reproduced data is transferred and stored in the data concerning the selection of a movie title or an audio title, 

RAM section 56 by the system processor section 54 which selection of programs for each title, etc. 

is controlled by the system CPU section 50 operating in As shown in FIG. 5, the file management information area 

accordance with the programs stored in the system ROM/ 82 comprises three information areas: a disk structure infor- 

RAM section 52. The stored reproduced data is processed at mation area 86 for storing a disk structure information 

the system processor section 54, which sorts the data into (DSINF), a menu structure information area 87 for storing 

video data, audio data, and sub-picture data, which are then menu structure information (MSINF), and a cell information 

supplied to the video decoder section 58, audio decoder table (MCXT) 88 for storing cell information. These three 

section 60, and sub-picture decoder section 62, respectively, information areas are arranged in that order, 

and are decoded at the respective decoder sections. The D/A 35 The disk structure information area 86 principally stores 

and data-reproducing section 64 converts the decoded video di s fc structure information, such as the number (expressed as 

data, audio data, and sub-picture data into an analog video parameter DSINF between numerals 1 and 99) of movie files 

signal and an analog audio signal, and supplies the resulting a nd music files, i.e., reproduction files 78, recorded in the 

video signal to the monitor 6 and the resulting audio signal fii e region 80 of the disk 10, the number of sequences (sets 

to the speaker 8. Then, on the basis of the video signal and ^ of video data, audio data and sub-picture data) being present 

sup-picture signal, images are displayed on the monitor within each file 78, i.e. the number of titles (expressed as 

section 6 and according to the audio signal, sound is parameter FSINF), and sub-picture and audio information in 

simultaneously reproduced at the speaker section 8. eac h fii e . when the file 78 is, for example, a movie file, it is 

The structure of the logic format according to the initial specified in the disk structure information that the file 78 is 
version of the optical disk apparatus shown in FIG. 1 will 45 the movie file. When there is a number of audio streams, the 
now be described with reference to FIGS. 4 to 11. The number of audio streams, for example, two, and codes 
operation of the optical disk apparatus shown in FIG. 1 will specifying that the audio streams are, for example, English- 
be described in greater detail along with the logic format of language and Japanese-language audio streams, are included 
the optical disk 10. in the disk structure information. In addition, the number of 

FIG. 4 shows the structure of the logic format according 50 sub-picture channels and codes specifying that the sub- 
to an initial version thereof. Specifically, a data recording picture channels are, for example, English-language and 
region 28 beginning with the lead-in area 27 and ending with Japanese-language captions (or subtitles), are included in the 
the lead-out area 26 on the optical disk 10 shown in FIG. 1 <& sk structure information. 

has a volume structure, as shown in FIG. 4, conforming to The menu structure information area 87 stores menu 

a logic format of ISO9660. This volume structure comprises 55 structure information such as the total number (i.e. param- 

a hierarchical volume management information region 70 eter NOMCEL) of menu cells 90 present in the menu video 

and a hierarchical file region 80. The volume management data area 84 of the disk information file 76, a start cell 

information region 70 corresponds to logic block numbers 0 number (i.e. parameter TMSCEL) assigned to an initial one 

to 23 defined according to ISO9660. A system area 72 and of the menu cells 90 which are used to display a title menu, 

a volume management area 74 are assigned to the volume 60 a start cell number specifying the initial one of menu cells 

management information region 70. The system area 72 is 90 which are used to display an audio menu, a start cell 

normally an empty area and the contents thereof are not number specifying the initial one of menu cells 90 which are 

defined. For example, the system area 72 is provided for an used to display a sub-picture menu, and a start cell number 

editor for editing data to be recorded on the optical disk 10 specifying the initial one of menu cells 90 which are used to 

or a person who provides a title. A system program for 65 display a program menu. 

operating the optical disk apparatus according to the editor's The menu cell information table 88 is defined as an 

intention is stored in the system area 72 on an as-needed aggregation of an i-number of cell information areas 89 
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which are provided in the order of cell numbers and have 
cell information necessary for reproduction of the menu 
cells 90. If no video data for displaying a menu is present in 
the file 76, the menu information table is not provided. The 
cell information table 88 has information concerning the 5 
position (i.e. parameter MCSLBN indicated by an offset 
logic block number from the beginning of the file) of the 
menu cell 90 in the file 76, the size (i.e. parameter MCNLB 
indicated by the number of logic blocks), etc. 

On the basis of the menu cell information and menu 10 
structure information (MSINF), each menu cell is selected to 
display a menu. When one of the selection items is selected 
on the displayed menu, a code of disk structure information 
is specified. For example, an audio stream No. #1 of an 
English speech is designated without a sub-picture of an 
English caption, or an audio stream No. #2 is designated 
with a sub-picture of a Japanese caption. 

The disk structure information (DSINF) and menu struc- 
ture information (MSINF) are successively provided in the 
file management information area 82. The menu cell infor- 
mation table (MOT) 88 is provided at a boundary of logic 20 
blocks. 

Music data or movie data of one or more titles is stored 
in the movie files or music files 78 corresponding to file 
numbers 1 to 99, as shown in FIG. 4. Each file 78 has a file 
structure, as shown in FIG. 6, comprising file management 25 
information area 101 storing information on the data con- 
tained in the file 78, Le. management information (e.g. 
address information, reproduction control information, etc.), 
and a video data area 102 storing moving video data 
(including video data, audio data and sub-picture data) in the 30 
file 78. The video data area 102 stores moving video data in 
the form of video data cells 105, like the menu cells 90 of 
the disk information file 76, and the moving video data is 
divided into a j-number of video data cells 105. 

In general, movie data or audio data of a certain title is 35 
expressed as an aggregation of successive sequences 106. 
For example, the story of a movie is expressed by successive 
sequences 106 corresponding to "introduction," 
"development," "turn," and "conclusion." Accordingly, the 
video data area 102 of each file 78 is defined as an aggre- 40 
gation of sequences 106. as shown in FIG. 7. Each sequence 
106 is expressed by a plurality of video programs 107 
corresponding to various scenes of the story. Each video 
program 107 is composed of a plurality of video data cells 
105. Each video data cell 105, as shown in FIG. 8, comprises 45 
a plurality of groups of pictures (GOP) in each of which a 
disk search information (DSI) pack 92, a video pack 93, a 
sub-picture pack 95 and an audio pack 98 are combined. The 
structure of the video cell 105 is substantially the same as 
that of the menu cell 90. The video data 102 consists of 50 
movie data, audio data, sub-picture data, etc., which have 
been compressed according to a compression standard of, 
e.g. MFEG1 (Moving Picture Expert Group) or MPEG2 and 
recorded in a data format corresponding to a system layer of 
MPEG2. Specifically, the video data 102 is a stream of 55 
programs defined by the MPEG standard. Further, each of 
the packs 92, 93, 95 and 98 has a pack structure formed of 
a pack header 97 and a packet 99 corresponding to the pack 
More specifically, there are two types of packs 92: a pack 
92N shown in FIG. 9A in which a padding packet is not 60 
inserted, and a pack 92P shown in FIG. 9B in which a 
padding packet is inserted in order to adjust the length of the 
pack to 2048 bytes (one logic sector). Normally, adjustment 
is made by adding a stuffing byte to the pack header 97 when 
the number of data items to be adjusted is 7 bytes or less, and 65 
by adding a padding packet when the number of data items 
to be adjusted is 8 bytes or more. 
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In each pack, a pack start code, a system clock reference 
(SCR) value, a multiplexed rate and a sniffing is provided as 
the pack header 97; and a video packet, an audio packet, a 
sub-picture packet, a disk search pack such as a DSI packet 
are provided according to the kind of the pack as the packet 
99 successive to the packet 97. As will be described in 
greater detail, the SCR value is referred to by the system 
CPU section 50 as a time based on which an absolute time 
of a timer provided within the optical disk apparatus, i.e. a 
system time clock (STR), is referred to, thereby executing 
transfer of data packets, etc 

A video data decoding time stamp (DTS) for expanding 
MPG-compressed video data at the aforementioned time and 
a presentation time stamp (PTS) for outputting the decoded 
video data from the decoder section at the aforementioned 
time are provided in the packet 99 of the first video pack 
within one GOP. The decoding time stamp DTS is compared 
with the system time clocks in the decoder sections 58, 60 
and 62 and the packet 99 is decoded by decoder sections 58, 
60, and 62. The presentation time stamp FTS is compared 
with the system time clock within the D/A and data repro- 
ducing section 64 and decoded and the decoded data is 
subjected to a reproducing process in the D/A and data 
reproducing section 64. 

The file management information area 101 comprises a 
file management table (FMT) 113, a sequence information 
table (SIT) 114, a cell information table (CIT) 115 and a disk 
search map (DSM). 

The video data cells in the video data area 102 shown in 
FIG. 6 are assigned sequential numbers from #1 in the order 
of record on the disk, and the cell numbers and cell infor- 
mation associated with the cell numbers are provided on the 
cell information table 115. Specifically, the cell information 
table 115 is defined as an aggregation of areas 117 storing a 
j-number of cell information (CI) items which are necessary 
for reproduction of the video data cells and arranged in the 
order of the cell numbers. The cell information (CI) includes 
information concerning the position, size, reproduction time, 
etc. of the cell within the file 78. 

The sequence information table 114 is defined as an 
aggregation of areas 116 for storing an i-number of sequence 
information (SI) items representing, for example, the order 
of selecting and reproducing the cells 105 in a range 
designated for each sequence 106. Each sequence informa- 
tion (SI) item contains reproduction control information 
concerning the reproducing order and the reproduction of 
video cells 105 recorded in the sequence 106. 

The sequences 106 are classified into two types: a 
completion-type sequence which is completed by a single 
sequence, and a connection-type sequence which is 
branched and connected to the next sequence. Connection- 
type sequences include: a connection-type head sequence 
which is a head sequence of video data corresponding to a 
multi-story and can be branched and connected to the next 
sequence, i.e. a connection-type head sequence in which the 
story varies according to the manner of choice of the story; 
a connection-type intermediate sequence which is a branch 
of another connection-type sequence and is connected to still 
another sequence; and a connection-type end sequence 
which is connected to another connection-type sequence and 
is completed, Le. a connection-type end sequence with 
which the story is completed. Sequence numbers 1 to i are 
assigned to these sequence information items. The start point 
information of each sequence information item is written on 
the file management information table 113. 

The file management table (FMT) 113 shows various 
information concerning the video file 78. The file manage- 
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ment table 113 stores the name of the file and an identifier 
for determining whether or not the file can be reproduced by 
the optical disk reproducing apparatus in which the optical 
disk is mounted. The file identifier has. for example, an 
identifier for identifying a movie file. The file management 
table 113 also stores the start addresses of the sequence 
information table 114 and cell information table 115, the 
number of sequence information items and the number of 
cell information items stored in these tables, the start address 
of each sequence indicated by an offset logic block from the 
start of the sequence information table 114, the start address 
of the video data in the video data area 102, and data 
attributes serving as information required for reproducing 
each data. 

As has been described with reference to FIG. 8, the disk 
search information pack (DSI pack) 92 is included in a top 
portion of the 1GOP of video data. In the disk search 
information pack (DSI pack) 92, as shown in FIG. 10, 
various information items concerning reproduction of the 
1GOP are stored. Specifically, the DSI pack 92 contains 
general information shown in FIG. 11, reproduction sync 
information of 1GOP shown in FIG. 12, position informa- 
tion of the DSI, i.e. address information, and effect infor- 
mation concerning various effects occurring in a reproduc- 
tion time period of 1GOP, such as effect commands which 
will be described with reference to FIGS. 13 and 14. 

In the effect information of the disk search information 
pack (DSI pack) 92, process commands as shown in FIGS. 
13 and 14 and the start time and end time of the process 
commands shown in FIG. 13 serving as offset presentation 
time stamps (EFTS) for the effects, are described. The EFTS 
is defined as offset time from an absolute time represented 
by the video start presentation time stamp VSFTS contained 
in the reproduction sync information. The start time is 
[(VSPTS/90000>+<<iescription value/45000)] sec. The pro- 
cess commands include a command for forcibly starting 
presentation of a sub-picture from the start time of a specific 
audio stream, i.e. from the first frame after the EFTS, and a 
command for forcibly stopping presentation of a sub-picture 
from the end time of a specific audio stream, i.e. from the 
first frame after the EFTS, 

Specifically, when a specific audio stream, e.g. an English 
audio stream of audio stream No. #1, is selected, commands 
for executing and ending special reproduction (EFTS) are 
described. The special reproduction is required, for example, 
when a scene in which a protagonist is speaking English has 
been switched to a scene in which he speaks French with a 
French-speaking person. In this case, special effect (EFTS) 
is executed at the time the English conversation has been 
switched to the French conversation after the start of a 
certain audio stream, and an English caption is forcibly 
presented as sub-picture. The special reproduction is also 
required, for example, when an English-speaking protago- 
nist takes a medicine in a drugstore and views the label of 
the medicine. In this case, an English caption is forcibly 
presented as sub-picture to indicate the name of the medi- 
cine. The commands for the special reproduction process 
include a command for causing no effect process to be 
executed. 

In FIG. 14, the effect process command is shown as a 
sub-picture presentation control command formed of five 
bytes. The upper four bytes are assigned to a field for 
designating the time for executing the sub-picture presen- 
tation control command. Upper four bits of the fifth byte 
from the upper most byte are assigned to a field for desig- 
nating forcible start (represented by "0100") or forcible stop 
(represented by "0101") of presentation by the sub-picture 
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presentation control command. Lower four bits of the fifth 
byte from the upper most byte are assigned to a field for 
designating the kind (language No.) of audio data to execute 
the command only during reproduction of the designated 

5 audio data. In this case, one selected from 16 kinds of audio 
data can be designated for reproduction. A selection number 
for designating all kinds of audio data (represented by 
"0000") is also provided. When all kinds of audio data have 
been designated, a sub-picture is forcibly presented even if 

10 any of audio streams is reproduced. 

As is shown in FIG. 11. in the general information, a 
system clock reference (SCR) value which should be 
referred to by the disk search information pack (DSI pack) 

92 is described as parameter DSCR, and a presentation time 
15 stamp (PTS) representing timing for reproducing the 1GOP 

is described as parameter VSFTS. Thus, when the system 
time clock (STC) of the apparatus coincides with the system 
clock reference (SCR) value described in the pack header 97 
of the disk search information pack (DSI pack) 92, the 

20 packet 99 of the DSI pack 92 is transferred to the system 
CPU section 50. At this time, the pack header 97 of the DSI 
pack 92 is separated from the packet 99 to transfer the packet 
99 alone to the system CPU section 50. The parameter 
DSCR represents the time, at which the packet 99 of the DSI 

25 pack 92 has been transferred, and is referred whenever 
necessary. The timing for reproducing 1GOP (1 Group of 
Pictures) is specified by the time stamp (VSFTS). The 
general information also includes a logic block number 
(DLBN) of the DSI pack and a cell number (CELN). 

30 In the reproduction sync information, a presentation time 
stamp (FTS: parameter VPTS) representing the time for 
reproducing an intra-picture (I-picture) from the MPEG- 
compressed video packs 93 is described as an offset PTS 
from VSPTS. In addition, in the reproduction sync 

35 information, an address (parameter VPSA) of the video pack 

93 including the I-picture is described as an offset logic 
block number from the DSI pack. A presentation time stamp 
FTS (parameter AFTS) for reproducing audio data from 
audio packs is described as an offset PTS from VSFTS. The 

40 parameter AFTS is a FTS of an audio packet having a closest 
reproduction start time after the reproduction start time of 
the I-picture. The description area is prepared for 8 streams 
corresponding to audio stream numbers #1 to #8. 
Furthermore, in the reproduction sync information, an 
45 address (parameter APSA 0-7) of the audio pack 98 speci- 
fied by the AFTS is described as an offset logic block from 
the DSI pack. In the reproduction sync information, a 
presentation time stamp FTS (parameter SPITS <*-31) of a 
sub-picture unit comprising sub-picture packs 93 repro- 
50 duced in the GOP reproduction time period is described as 
an offset FTS from VSPTS. The description area for this is 
prepared for 32 streams associated with sub-picture stream 
numbers #1 to #32. Besides, in the reproduction sync 
information, an address (parameter APSA 0-31) of the 
55 sub-picture audio pack 98 specified by the SPPTS is 
described as an offset logic block from the DSI pack. 

Referring back to FIG. 1, the operation for reproducing 
movie data from the optical disk 10 having the logic format 
shown in FIGS. 4 to 6 will now be described. In FIG. 1, 
60 solid-line arrows between the blocks indicate data buses, 
and broken-line arrows indicate control buses. 

In the optical disk apparatus shown in FIG. 1, when power 
is supplied, the system CPU section 50 reads out an initial 
operation program from the system ROM/RAM section 52 
and activates the disk drive section 30. The disk drive 
section 30 starts a read-out operation from the lead-in area 
27 and reads out volume management information from the 
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volume management information area 74 of the volume 
management information region 70 following the lead-in 
area 27. Specifically, the system CPU section 50 delivers a 
read command to the disk drive section 30 in order to read 
out the volume management information from the volume 
management information area 74 recorded on a predeter- 
mined position on the disk 10 set in the disk drive section 30. 
Thus, the system CPU section 50 reads out the volume 
management information and temporarily stores the read- 
out information in the data RAM section 56 via the system 
processor section 54. The system CPU section 50 extracts, 
from the volume management information data sequence 
stored in the data RAM section 56, necessary management 
information such as the record position of each file, the 
record capacity* etc. The extracted information is transferred 
and saved in a predetermined location in the system ROM/ 
RAM section 52. 

The system CPU section 50 refers to the previously 
obtained information on the record position of each file, the 
record capacity, etc. in the system ROM/RAM section 52, 
and obtains the disk information file 76 corresponding to the 
file number 0. Specifically, the system CPU section 50 refers 
to the previously obtained information on the record position 
of each file, the record capacity, etc. in the system ROM/ 
RAM section 52, delivers a read command to the disk drive 
section 30, reads out file management information of the 
disk information file 76 with the file number 0, and stores the 
read-out information in the data RAM section 56 via the 
system processor section 54. Similarly, the obtained infor- 
mation is transferred and saved in a predetermined location 
in the system ROM/RAM section 52. 

The system CPU section 50 makes use of the disk 
structure information 86, menu structure information 87 and 
menu cell information table 88 of the file management 
information in the disk information file 76 and reproduces 
and presents on the screen the sequence (title) selection 
menu cell of the menu video data 84. The user selects a 
sequence (title) to be reproduced, audio data of the title and 
sub-picture of the title by the key/display section 4 on the 
basis of the selection numbers displayed on the menu screen. 
Thereby, the file number, sequence information and audio 
stream belonging to the selected sequence are specified. The 
audio stream to be selected is, for example, an English audio 
stream corresponding to audio stream #1, a Japanese audio 
stream corresponding to audio stream #2, etc. The sub- 
picture to be selected is, for example, an English caption or 
a Japanese caption. When audio data of a movie story is 
English, no sub-picture is normally presented unless an 
English caption is selected by the sub-picture selection, 
except for the case where a sub-picture is presented by 
special reproduction, as will be described later. 

The operation until the designated video file 78 is 
acquired and the video data 102 is reproduced will now be 
described. In order to acquire the sequence information 
associated with the designated sequence number, the infor- 
mation on the record position and record capacity of each 
video file 78 is obtained from the volume management 
information 74 and is used. At first, the file management 
information 101 of the video file 78 belonging to the 
sequence to be reproduced is read out, as in the case of the 
disk information file 76, and stored in the data RAM section 
56. 

The system CPU section 50 obtains the sequence infor- 
mation corresponding to the designated sequence number 
from the sequence information table 114 of the file man- 
agement information 101 stored in the data RAM section 56. 
The obtained data and the cell information 117 in the cell 
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information table 115 necessary for reproducing the 
sequence are transferred and stored in the system ROM/ 
RAM section 52. 
The cell information on the cell which is to be first 

5 reproduced is obtained from cell reproduction order infor- 
mation in the thus acquired sequence information. On the 
basis of the video data reproduction start address and size 
data in the cell information, a read command for reading 
from a target address is delivered to the disk drive section 

10 30. The disk drive section 30 drives the optical disk 10 
according to the read command and reads the data of the 
target address from the optical disk 10. The read-out data is 
sent to the system processor section 54. The system proces- 
sor section 54 temporarily stores the sent data in the data 

15 RAM section 56 and determines the kind of data (video, 
audio, sub-picture, reproduction information, etc.) on the 
basis of header information added to the stored data. The 
data is transferred to the decoder section 58, 60 or 62 
associated with the kind of the data. 

20 Each decoder section 58, 60, 62 decodes the data accord- 
ing to the data format and sends the decoded data to the D/A 
and data reproducing section 64. The D/A and data repro- 
ducing section 64 converts the decoded digital signal to an 
analog signal and subjects the analog signal to a mixing 

25 process. The resultant signal is output to the monitor section 
6 and speaker section 8. 

In the process of determining the kind of data, if data is 
reproduction information representing the reproduction 

3Q position of video data, etc., the reproduction data is not 
transferred and is stored in the data RAM section 56. The 
reproduction information is referred to by the system CPU 
section 50 on an as-needed basis and is used for monitoring 
in video data reproduction. 

35 A description will now be given of the case where the 
menu cell has been acquired and the menu screen has been 
displayed and the user has selected an English audio stream 
corresponding to audio stream #1 as audio data of a title and 
selected no sub-picture of the tide. 

40 If the title is selected, the file 78 corresponding to the title 
is stored in the RAM 56. From the stored file 78, the file 
management information 101 of the file 78 is transferred to 
the system ROM/RAM section 52. Based on the transferred 
information 101, the data cells 105 are read out successively. 

45 As has been described above, the data cell 105 is an 
aggregation of GOPs (Groups of Pictures). Thus, the data 
cell 105 is transferred from the data RAM 56 to the system 
processor section 54 in units of GOP, and the video data, 
audio data and sub-picture data are transferred to the asso- 

50 ciated decoder sections 58, 60 and 62. 

At first, the disk search information pack (DSI pack) 92 
at the top of the GOP is read out from the data RAM 56 on 
the basis of the file management information 101. In the 
pack header 97 of the disk search information pack (DSI 

55 pack) 92, the system clock reference (SCR) value is 
described as general information. If the time represented by 
the parameter SCR coincides with the system time clock 
STC representing the reference time of the system CPU 50, 
etc., the packet 99 of the DSI pack 92 is transferred to the 

60 system CPU 50, as shown in FIG. 15. Specifically, as shown 
in FIG. 15, the contents of the packet 99, Le. the reproduc- 
tion timing stamp (VSFTS) of the GOP, I-picture FTS 
(VFTS), sub-picture PTS (SPSPTS) corresponding to the 
start time of sub-picture FTS (SPPTS), sub-picture FTS 

65 (SPEPTS) corresponding to the stop time of sub-picture FTS 
(SPPTS), audio PTS (AFTS), effect process command, the 
start time of the effect process command (EFT), and the stop 
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time (EFT) of the effect process command, are transferred to 
the system CPU 50. Thus, the system CPU 50 manages the 
transfer/reproduction of the video packs 93, sub-picture 
pack 95 and audio pack 98 following the DSI pack 92 from 
the data RAM 56 to the decoder sections 58, 60 and 62 via 
the system processor section 54. Specifically, if the system 
clock reference (SCR) of each pack 92 coincides with the 
system time clock (STC) of the apparatus in the system CPU 
50, i.e. if it is determined that the presentation time stamp 
(VSFTS) coincides with the SCR described in the pack 
header of the video packet 93, the packet 99 of the video 
pack 93 is transferred from the data RAM 56 to the decoder 
section 58 via the system processor section 54. Similarly, 
following the video pack 93, the packets 99 of the video 
pack 95 and audio pack 98 are transferred from the data 
RAM 56 to the associated decoder sections 60 and 62 via the 
system processor section 54. 

Furthermore, if the decoding time stamp (UTS) described 
in the packet header of the video pack 93 coincides with the 
system time clock (STC), the system CPU 50 enables the 
decoder section 58 to expand, i.e. unpack, the picture, 
B-picture, etc. in the MPEG-compressed packet 99 of the 
video pack 93. In addition, the system CPU 50 lets the 
decoder section 58 output the expanded video data to the 
monitor 6 via the D/A and data reproducing section 64 at the 
time point of the I-picture PTS (VFTS) described as offset 
time from the presentation time stamp (VSFTS), as shown 
in FIG. 16. 

Similarly, if the decoding time stamp (UTS) described in 
the pack header of the video pack 93 coincides with the 
system time clock (STC), the system CPU 50 enables the 
decoder section 60 to expand, i.e. unpack, the audio data, 
etc. in the compressed packet 99 of the audio pack 98. In 
addition, the system CPU 50 lets the decoder section 60 
output the expanded video data to the speaker 8 via the D/A 
and data reproducing section 64 at the time point of the 
audio PTS (AFTS) described as offset time from the pre- 
sentation time stamp (VSFTS), as shown in FIG. 16. By the 
output of the video data and audio data, the monitor 6 
displays a moving picture and the speaker 8 outputs audio 
sound and background sound accompanying the moving 
picture. Since the English audio stream is selected, as 
mentioned above, a sub-picture is not presented on the 
monitor 6 in the normal movie reproduction. 

Similarly, the system CPU 50 enables the decoder section 
62 to expand, i.e. unpack, the sub-picture data, etc. in the 
compressed packet 99 of the sub-picture pack 95 between 
the sub-picture PTS time (SPSPTS) described as offset time 
from the presentation time stamp (VSFTS) and the sub- 
picture PTS time (SPEPTS), as shown in FIG. 16. Since the 
English stream is selected as audio stream, however, the 
sub-picture is not output to the monitor 6 from the D/A and 
data reproducing section 64 and the English caption is not 
presented. In the case of a scene displayed on the monitor 6 
in which the protagonist switches English conversation to 
French conversation, the system CPU 50 manages the 
switching time of conversion as time for the special effect 
(EFT), as described above. Accordingly, the output from the 
D/A and data reproducing section 64 to the monitor 6 is 
released from the forcible presentation time (EFTS) of 
special presentation PTS for starting special effect (EFT), 
which is described as offset time from the presentation time 
stamp (VSFTS). Thus, the monitor 6 presents the English 
caption in the scene of French conversation. When the 
protagonist switches the French conversation to the English 
conversation, the system CPU 50 similarly manages the 
switching time of conversion as time for the special effect 
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(EFT). Specifically, the output from the D/A and data 
reproducing section 64 to the monitor 6 is stopped from the 
forcible presentation time (EFTS) of special presentation 
PTS for stopping special effect (EFT), which is described as 
offset time from the presentation time stamp (VSFTS). Thus, 
the monitor 6 stops the forcible presentation of the English 
caption. As is clear from FIG. 16, when the English stream 
is selected as audio stream, the forcible presentation time 
period is limited to a portion of the sub-picture presentation 
time period. Apart from the switching of the language of 
conversation, if there is a scene in which an English- 
speaking protagonist holds a medicine in a drugstore and 
views the German-language label on the medicine, an 
English sub-picture corresponding to the German-language 
label can be temporarily presented similarly. 

The concept of the forcible sub-picture presentation based 
on the special effect (EFT) will now be briefly described 
once again with reference to the functional blocks shown in 
FIGS. 17 to 19. As already described, the streams of audio 
data and sub-picture data with the presentation timing infor- 
mation (parameters VSFTS, VFTS, SPETS, AFTS, EFTS, 
etc.) shown in FIG. 17 are reproduced from the optical disk 
10 as packs 95 and 98. Record data shown in FIG- 17 
includes three audio data streams (Audio-1, Audio-2, Audio- 
3) and sub-picture data streams (SP-1, SP-2, SP-3) associ- 
ated with the audio data streams, as shown in FIG. 18. For 
example, the sub-picture data streams contain a Japanese 
caption, a German caption and a French caption. An addi- 
tional sub-picture data stream (SP-4) is recorded as, e.g. an 
English caption. In addition, a sub-picture presentation 
control command 104 is recorded on the optical disk 10. The 
sub-picture presentation control command 104 precedes the 
sub-picture data stream (SP-1) and audio data stream 
(Audio-1) which are reproduced at time (1) and is executed 
at time (1) corresponding to EFT. The sub-picture presen- 
tation control command 104 includes a presentation control 
time 105, an audio data number 107 and a presentation 
control kind 109. The audio data stream (Audio-1) includes 
an audio data presentation timing 121, an audio data number 
123 and audio data 125. The sub-picture data stream (SP-1) 
includes a sub-picture data presentation timing 117, a sub- 
picture data number 119 and sub-picture data 131. 

In the reproducing apparatus, the audio data selection 
number 101 and sub-picture data selection number 102 are 
set on the menu, and supplied to functioning blocks serving 
as comparators 110 and 112 which compare the selection 
numbers 101 and 102 with the data numbers 123 and 119, 
respectively. The reproducing apparatus reads an audio data 
stream whose audio data number 119 coincides with the 
audio data selection number 101 and a sub-picture data 
stream whose sub-picture number data 119 coincides with 
the sub-picture selection number 101, and reproduces the 
data streams at the reproduction time indicated therein. 

FIG. 19 is a timing chart showing the relationship 
between the output of the reproducing apparatus and the 
presentation control. In the example represented by this 
riming chart, sub-picture presentation is stopped while the 
audio data in which German is mixed in English is being 
reproduced. Until the sub-picture presentation control com- 
mand has been read, the reproducing apparatus cannot 
determine at what time a sub-picture should be forcibly 
presented. Even if decoding is started after the presentation 
start time is determined, presentation of a sub-picture may 
not be effected in time. Thus, when the sub-picture presen- 
tation is stopped, die decoding process of the sub-picture 
data of the same kind as audio data is always performed 
(step 1). At the presentation start time designated by the 
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sub-picture presentation control command (step 2), the sub- 
picture presentation output is enabled (step 3) and the 
sub-picture forcible presentation is achieved. Similarly, the 
sub-picture presentation is forcibly stopped at the presenta- 
tion end time designated by the sub-picture presentation 5 
control command (steps 4 and 5) by disabling the sub- 
picture presentation output (step 6). 

With reference to FIGS. 20 to 25, a description will now 
be given of the video data with the format shown in FIGS. 
4 to 13, a method of recording the video data on the optical 10 
disk 10 to be reproduced, and a recording system to which 
the recording method is applied. 

FIG. 20 shows an encoder system for generating a video 
file by encoding video data. In the system shown in FIG. 20, 
sources of video data, audio data and sub-picture data are, 
for example, a video tape recorder (VTR) 201. an audio tape 
recorder (ATR) 202 and a sub-picture source 203. These 
sources generates video data, audio data and sub-picture data 
under control of a system controller (SYS CON) 205. These 
data items are supplied to a video encoder (VENC) 206, an 
audio encoder (AENC) 207 and a sub-picture encoder 
(SPENQ 208. Under control of the system controller (SYS 
CON) 205, these data items are A/D converted by the 
encoders 206, 207 and 208 and encoded by respective 
compression methods. The encoded video data, audio data 
and sub-picture data (COMP VIDEO, COMP AUDIO, 
COMP SUB -PICT) are stored in memories 210, 211 and 
212. The video data, audio data and sub-picture data (COMP 
VIDEO, COMP AUDIO, COMP SUB-PICT) are output to 
a file formatter (FFMT) 214 by the system controller (SYS 
CON) 205 and converted to the video data file structure of 
the above-described system. The information on the setting 
condition, attributes, etc. of each data item is stored as a file 
in a memory 216 by the system controller (SYS CON) 205. ^ 

A standard control flow of an encoding process in the 
system controller (SYS CON) 205 for preparing a file from 
video data will now be described. 

According to the flow illustrated in FIG. 21, the video data 
and audio data are encoded and the encoded video data and 40 
audio data (COMP VIDEO, COMP AUDIO) are produced. 
Specifically, when the encoding process is started, necessary 
parameters for encoding the video data and audio data are set 
(step S70 in FIG. 21). Some of the set parameters are saved 
in the system controller (SYS CON) 205 and used in the file 45 
formatter (FFMT) 214. In step S71, the parameters are used 
to pre-encode the video data and calculate an optimal code 
amount distribution. In step S72, based on the code amount 
distribution obtained by the pre-encoding, the video data is 
encoded. At this time, the audio data is also encoded. In step 50 
S73, if necessary, the video data is partially re-encoded and 
the re-encoded video data is substituted. Through the series 
of steps, the video data and audio data are encoded. In steps 
S74 and S75, the sub-picture data is encoded and encoded 
sub-picture data (COMP SUB-PICT) is produced. 55 
Specifically, when the sub-picture data is encoded, necessary 
parameters arc similarly set In step S74, some of the set 
parameters are saved in the system controller (SYS CON) 
205 and used in the file formatter (FFMT) 214. Based on the 
parameters, the sub-picture data is encoded. By this process 50 
the sub-picture data is encoded. 

According to the flow illustrated in FIG. 22, the encoded 
video data, audio data and sub-picture data (COMP VIDEO, 
COMP AUDIO, COMP SUB-PICT) are combined and con- 
verted to a video data file structure as described with 65 
reference to FIG. 6. Specifically, in step S76, the cell 105 is 
set as minimum stream of video data and the cell informa- 



tion table (CTT) 115 is produced. Then, in step S77, the 
structure of cells 105 constituting the sequence 106. video 
attributes, sub-picture attributes and audio attributes are set 
(information obtained at each data encoding operation is 
used as part of the attribute information). The file manage- 
ment information (FMI) including the cell information table 
(CTT) 115 is prepared. The encoded video data, audio data 
and sub-picture data (COMP VIDEO, COMP AUDIO, 
COMP SUB-PICT) are divided into predetermined packs. 
Each data cell is arranged by inserting the control pack (DSI) 
92 into each 1GOP so that the data can be reproduced in the 
order of data time codes. Thus, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, 
the data is formatted in the structures of the disk information 
file 76 and the files 78 such as movie files. 

FIG. 23 shows a disk formatter system for recording the 
above-described formatted files 76 and 78 on the optical 
disk. As shown in FIG. 23, in this disk formatter system, file 
data is supplied to a volume formatter (VFMT) 226 from 
memories 220 and 222 storing the prepared information file 
76 and files 78 such as movie files. In the volume formatter 
(VFMT) 226, the disk volume information 74 is added to the 
files 76 and 78 in the order shown in FIG. 4. Thus, logic data 
to be recorded on the disk 10 is prepared. Error correction 
data is added to the logic data prepared in the volume 
formatter (VFMT) 226 in a disk formatter (DFMT) 228, and 
thus the logic data is re-converted to physical data to be 
recorded on the disk. In a modulator 230, the physical data 
prepared by the disk formatter (DFMT) 228 is converted to 
record data to be actually recorded on the disk. The modu- 
lated record data is recorded on the disk 10 by a recorder 
232. 

FIGS. 24 and 25 illustrate standard flows for preparing the 
above-described disk. FIG. 24 shows a flow for preparing 
the logic data to be recorded on the disk 10. Specifically, in 
step S80, parameter data such as the number of video data 
files, the order of arrangement of the files, the size of each 
video data file, etc. are set at first In step S81, volume 
information is prepared from the set parameters and file 
management information of each video data file. Thereafter, 
in step S82, the volume information and video data files are 
arranged in this order with the associated logic block num- 
bers. Thus, the logic data to be recorded on the disk 10 is 
prepared. 

Subsequently, the flow shown in FIG. 25 for preparing the 
physical data to be recorded on the disk is executed. 
Specifically, in step S83, the logic data is divided into a 
predetermined number of bytes, and error correction data is 
generated. In step S84, the logic data divided into the 
predetermined number of bytes and the generated error 
correction data are combined, thereby producing physical 
sectors. Then, in step S85, the physical sectors are combined 
to prepare the physical data. 

The physical data generated by the flow of FIG. 25 is 
subjected to a modulating process based on predetermined 
rules. Thus, the recording data is prepared. Then, the record 
data is recorded on the disk 10. 

In the above-described embodiment, a high-density 
recording optical disk is adopted as recording medium. The 
present invention, however, is applicable to recording medi- 
ums other than the optical disk, for example, a magnetic disk 
or other recording mediums physically capable of high- 
density recording. 

By using commands for controlling reproduction 
presentation, sub-picture can be freely presented in accor- 
dance with reproduced audio data and the associated repro- 
duction time. Furthermore, only one sub-picture data stream 
is needed for one audio data stream. 
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Additional advantages and modifications will readily 
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in 
its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details, 
representative devices, and illustrated examples shown and 
described herein. Accordingly, various modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
general inventive concept as defined by the appended claims 
and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A recording medium comprising: 

video data to be reproduced as a moving picture; 

first audio data to be reproduced along with said video 
data, said first audio data being in a first language; 

first sub-picture data which is adapted to be presented 
along with said first audio data and that is selectively 
set in one of a presentation mode and a non- 
presentation mode in association with said first audio 
data, said first sub-picture data presenting sub-picture 
information in said first language; and 

control information for forcibly presenting without user's 
intervention said first sub-picture data in a predeter- 
mined time slot of a reproduction time sequence during 
which said first audio data is reproduced, even if said 
first sub-picture data is set in said non-presentation 
mode so that said first sub-picture information is pre- 
sented without using additional sub-picture data asso- 
ciated with said first language duplicating said first 
sub-picture data. 

2. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
said control information includes first timing information for 
designating a time for preparing presentation of said first 
sub-picture data, second timing information for designating 
a time for starting a presentation of said first sub-picture 
data, and third timing information for designating a time for 
terminating said presentation of said first sub-picture data. 

3. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
said control information is located on said recording 
medium such that said control information is reproduced 
prior to said first audio data. 

4. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
second audio data to be reproduced along with said video 
data is recorded on the recording medium in addition to said 
first audio data, and said control information includes a first 
field holding a command for controlling presentation of said 
first sub-picture data only while said first audio data is being 
reproduced, a second field designating which one of a start 
and a termination of said presentation should be controlled 
by said command, and a third field designating a timing for 
executing said command. 

5. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 
second sub-picture data which can be presented along with 
said first audio data and can be selectively set in one of a 
presentation mode and in a non-presentation mode in asso- 
ciation with said first audio data is recorded in addition to 
said first sub-picture data. 

6. A recording method for a recording medium, compris- 
ing the steps of: 

recording video data to be reproduced as a moving 
picture; 

recording first audio data to be reproduced along with said 
video data, said first audio data being in a first lan- 
guage; 

recording first sub-picture data which can be presented 
along with said first audio data and which can be 
selectively set in one of a presentation mode and a 
non-presentation mode in association with said first 
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audio data, said first sub-picture data presenting sub- 
picture information in said first language; and 
recording control information for forcibly presenting 
without user's intervention said first sub-picture data in 

5 a predetermined time slot of a reproduction time 
sequence during which said first audio data is 
reproduced, even if said first sub-picture data is set in 
said non-presentation mode so that said first sub-picture 
information is presented without using additional sub- 

10 picture data associated with said first language dupli- 
cating said first sub-picture data. 

7. The recording method according to claim 6, wherein 
said control information includes first timing information for 
designating a time for preparing presentation of said first 

15 sub-picture data, second timing information for designating 
a time for starting a presentation of said first sub-picture 
data, and third timing information for designating a time for 
terminating said presentation of said first sub-picture data. 

8. The recording method according to claim 6. wherein 
20 said control information is located on said recording 

medium such that said control information is reproduced 
prior to said first audio data. 

9. The recording method according to claim 6, wherein 
second audio data to be reproduced along with said video 

25 data is recorded on the recording medium in addition to said 
first audio data, and said control information includes a first 
field holding a command for controlling presentation of the 
first sub-picture data only while said first audio data is being 
reproduced, a second field designating which one of a start 

30 and a termination of said presentation should be controlled 
by the command, and a third field provided for designating 
a timing for executing said command. 

10. A recording apparatus for recording medium, com- 
prising: 

35 means for recording video data to be reproduced as a 
moving picture; 
means for recording first audio data to be reproduced 
along with said video data, said first audio data being 

^ in a first language; 

means for recording first sub-picture data which can be 
presented along with said first audio data and which can 
be selectively set in one of a presentation mode and a 
non-presentation mode in association with said first 

45 audio data, said first sub-picture data presenting sub- 
picture information in said first language; and 
means for recording control information for forcibly 
presenting without user's intervention said first sub- 
picture data in a predetermined time slot of a repro- 

50 duction time sequence during which said first audio 
data is reproduced, even if said first sub-picture data is 
set in said non-presentation mode so that said first 
sub-picture information is presented without using 
additional sub-picture data associated with said first 

55 language duplicating said first picture data. 

11. The recording apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said control information includes first timing infor- 
mation for designating a time for preparing presentation of 
said first sub-picture data, second timing information for 

60 designating a time for. starting a presentation of said first 
sub-picture data, and third timing information for designat- 
ing a time for terminating said presentation of said first 
sub-picture data. 

12. The recording apparatus according to claim 10. 
65 wherein said control information is located on said recording 

medium such that said control information is reproduced 
prior to first audio data. 
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13. The recording apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said apparatus further comprises means for 
recording, in addition to said first audio data, second audio 
data to be reproduced along with said video data, and said 
control information includes a first field holding a command 
for controlling presentation of said first sub-picture data only 
while said first audio data is being reproduced, a second field 
designating which one of a start and a termination of said 
presentation should be controlled by said command, and a 
third field provided for designating a time for executing said 
command. 

14. A reproducing apparatus for a recording medium 
which comprises video data to be reproduced as a moving 
picture, first audio data to be reproduced along with said 
video data, said first audio data being in a first language, first 
sub-picture data which can be presented along with said first 
audio data and can be selectively set in one of a presentation 
mode and a non-presentation mode in association with said 
first audio data, said first sub-picture data presenting sub- 
picture information in said first language, and control infor- 
mation concerning presentation of said first sub-picture data, 
comprising: 

reproducing means for reproducing said video data, said 
first audio data and said first sub-picture data from said 
recording medium; 

selection means for selecting one of said presentation 
mode and said non-presentation mode of said sub- 
picture data in said reproducing means; and 

control means for forcibly presenting without user' s inter- 
vention said first sub-picture data in a predetermined 
time slot of a reproduction time sequence during which 
said first audio data is reproduced, even if said first 
sub-picture data is set in said non-presentation mode 
based on said control information so that said first 
sub-picture information is presented without using 
additional sub-picture data associated with said first 
language duplicating said first sub-picture data. 

15. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein said control information includes first timing infor- 
mation for designating a time for preparing presentation of 
said first sub-picture data, second timing information for 
designating a time for starting a presentation of said first 
sub^picture data, and third timing information for designat- 
ing a time for terminating said presentation of said first 
sub-picture data, said control means includes means for 
controlling said reproducing means based on said first, 
second and third timing information. 

16. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein said control information is located on said recording 
medium such that said control information is reproduced 
prior to said first audio data. 

17. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein second audio data to be reproduced along with said 
video data is recorded in addition to said first audio data, and 
said control information includes a first field holding a 
command for controlling presentation of said first sub- 
picture data only while said first audio data is being 
reproduced, a second field provided for designating which 
one of a start and a termination of said presentation should 
be controlled by said command, and a third field provided 
for designating a timing of executing said command. 

18. The reproducing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein second sub-picture data which can be presented 
along with said first audio data and can be selectively set in 
one of a presentation mode and in a non-presentation mode 



in association with said first audio data is recorded in 
addition to said first sub-picture data, and said control means 
is capable of selecting one of said first and said second 
sub-picture data. 

19. A reproducing method for a recording medium which 
comprises video data to be reproduced as a moving picture, 
first audio data to be reproduced along with said video data, 
said first audio data being in a first language, first sub-picture 
data which can be presented along with said first audio data 
and can be selectively set in one of a presentation mode and 
a non-presentation mode in association with said first audio 
data, said first sub-picture data presenting sub-picture infor- 
mation in said first language, and control information con- 
cerning presentation of said first sub-picture data, compris- 
ing: 

a reproducing step of reproducing said video data, said 
first audio data and said first sub-picture data from said 
recording medium; 
a selecting step of selecting one of said presentation mode 
and said non-presentation mode of said sub-picture data 
in said reproducing step; and 
a control step of forcibly presenting without user's inter- 
vention said first sub-picture data in a predetermined 
time slot of a reproduction time sequence during which 
said first audio data is reproduced, even if said first 
sub-picture data is set in said non-presentation mode 
based on said control information so that said first 
sub-picture information is presented without using 
additional sub-picture data associated with said first 
language duplicating said first sub-picture data. 

20. The reproducing method according to claim 19, 
wherein said control information includes first tuning infor- 
mation for designating a time for preparing presentation of 
said first sub-picture data, second timing information for 
designating a time for starting a presentation of said first 
sub-picture data, and third timing information for designat- 
ing a time for terminating the presentation of said first 
sub-picture data, said control step includes means for con- 
trolling said reproducing step based on said first, second and 
third timing information. 

21. The reproducing method according to claim 19, 
wherein said control information is located on said recording 
medium such that said control information is reproduced 
prior to said first audio data. 

22. The reproducing method according to claim 19, 
wherein second audio data to be reproduced along with said 
video data is recorded in addition to said first audio data, and 
said control information includes a first field holding a 
command for controlling presentation of said first sub- 
picture data only while said first audio data is being 
reproduced, a second field provided for designating which 
on of a start and a termination of said presentation should be 
controlled by said command, and a third field provided for 
designating a timing of executing said command. 

23. The reproducing method according to claim 19, 
wherein second sub-picture data which can be presented 
along with said first audio data and can be selectively set in 

^ one of a presentation mode and in a non-presentation mode 
in association with said first audio data is recorded in 
addition to said first sub-picture data, and said control step 
is capable of selecting one of said first and second sub- 
picture data. 
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